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 I am always excited about teaching geometry. 
This is my 22th year teaching and I have taught 
geometry in all but five of those years.  Many of 
you I know but since I didn’t teach algebra 1 last 
year all of you all of you are new to my 
classroom. The fun of teaching and Community 
High is always meeting new students. It is fun to 
spend time together. 
 
 One of the things we need to recognize right a 
way is that geometry is a difficult subject to teach 
as well as to learn.  There are a variety of reasons 
for the difficulty. Two that come to mind are the 
fact that there is a whole new language you have 
to learn and that it seems that each problem is 
different.  If we are going to have “that” good 
year we all want, we have to commit ourselves to 
working hard and working together.  
 
Purpose 
 
 Asking why we study geometry is a fair 
question. The simplest answer is that along with 
beginning algebra, geometry is the basis for 
getting along in today’s world. Everybody should 
know algebra and geometry. It is difficult to look 
into the future and know what will happen but I'm 
sure you will be better off knowing both algebra 
and geometry and being competent at them. So 
the purpose of our geometry class is to teach you 
the geometry skills you need to pursue future 
challenges.  
 
Philosophy 
 
 The underlying philosophy is that all students 
want to succeed and specifically want to succeed 
in math and that they can succeed if given time 
and support. So my philosophy is build a 
curriculum and a classroom environment that will 
let students succeed. I concentrate on teachable 
and learnable material and use a straightforward 
directed teaching style. 
 
Student Responsibilities 
 

 Your responsibility is to come to class 
everyday on time, work hard and learn. What does 
it mean to work hard? Be on time, listen, ask 
questions, and work on assignments and reviews 
diligently.  It is your responsibility to demonstrate 
what you have learned. And how do you 
demonstrate your knowledge? Show you can do 
the work we are doing in class.  
 

 Geometry will take some good honest work to 
learn. You have to be willing to put in that work 
inside and outside the classroom. That is your 
responsibility I can’t do that for you. In order to 
be successful and learn geometry you will have to 
be a serious student. Serious students work hard 
and care about learning. 
 
Teacher Responsibilities 
 

  My responsibility is to help you learn 
geometry. I've got to listen, explain clearly, give 
feedback, be patient, etc. One of my responsibilities 
is to find good problems to work on.  Our geometry 
class will be problem driven, the idea is to “do” 
geometry and “learn geometry through solving 
problems. 
 
Our Responsibilities  
 
 Together we need to create the right learning 
environment where we feel comfortable and 
secure. It is important that we help each other and 
hold each other responsible. One key 
responsibility is that we must communicate with 
each other. We learn together and we learn 
through communication. 
 
Assignments 
 
 Homework assignments are an important part 
of the course. Learning from the assignments is 
the most important part of the course. You will 
have an assignment typically on Monday and 
Wednesday and on some Fridays depending on 
the schedule. I make the assignments myself to 
cover the important material of the class. The 
assignments will contain problems designed to 
cover the current day’s work and also some 
review problems. Assignments will have between 
twenty and thirty problems. 
 
 You must be conscientious about learning 
from the homework assignments. I provide 
answer keys for you to check your work but the 
answer keys not for you to copy. You can but you 
will never learn the material. 
 
 The assignments are due the following class 
period. You should make every effort to complete 
each assignment before the next class period. 
Sometimes it may not possible to complete the 
assignment, you may have questions about a 
particular problem or problems, or something else 
may be completing for your time. The important 
thing is to complete them and show them to me as 
soon as possible. 



Tests 
 
 We will typically have a test after every fifth 
assignment. You should plan on four tests and a 
semester final exam.   
 
 The tests will be challenging. You will have 
to prepare for the tests in order to do well. The 
first step in preparation is being conscientious 
about completing and understanding the 
homework. The next step will be working and 
studying from the review. The tests will draw 
from the homework and the review. 
 
 I allow students to make test corrections, 
earning back a portion of the missed points. I also 
allow students to retake tests.  
 
Math Support 
 

There are many opportunities and options for 
math support. We offer a math support class in 
block 7. Students can sign up and have math 
support as a part of their schedule. Students can 
also use this class and times on a drop in basis to 
get help when needed. Students do not have to be 
signed up formally to use the math support 
classes. 

 
The math support classes will have teachers, 

teacher aides, U of M tutors, and high school 
student mentors providing support and tutoring. 
Students will work in small groups structured 
around the class they are enrolled in. 

 
Also available are student mentors to work 

with students at various times throughout the day. 
I am also available for support blocks 4, 5 and 6 
and typically during lunch. 
 
Grading 
 
 Grading is the most difficult part of being a 
teacher. I try not to let grading get in the way of 
teaching and learning. The vast majority of my 
grades are B’s. If you come in to class and do the 
things I ask of you, you should be able to earn a B 
grade. If you can demonstrate a solid 
understanding of the material through classwork, 
homework and tests you will earn an A grade. 
 
 We have district guidelines regarding grading. 
The guidelines specify that 70% of the grade must 
come from assessments and the district-wide final 
that must contribute 20% to your semester grade. 
 
 I’m not nervous about meeting the guidelines 
and neither should you be. Do the things I ask you 
to do in class, learn from our assignments, and be 
conscientious and you will be fine. I won’t let the 
guidelines get in the way of your success. 
 

Textbook 
 
We have a textbook that you can check out and 
use a reference. It is not necessary to check out a 
textbook.  We will not use the textbook in class. If 
you do check out a book I urge you to take your 
textbook home, leave it there and use it at home as 
a reference.  
 
Materials to Purchase 
 

Necessities:  
ü A place to take notes and complete 

assignments. I recommend a spiral notebook 
for all your work. A notebook with 60 to 100 
pages is good. When you use it up you can 
get another one. A three ring binder is fine. 
 

ü Pencils! Everyone should have a pencil for 
each day of class. Get a box of them. 

 
We will not have classroom calculators this 
year so you must purchase a calculator. You 
will not be allowed to use a cell phones as your 
calculator. 

 
ü A calculator, the TI-30XS IIS ($13) has a 2-

line display and is a good buy. The TI-30 
MultiView ($17) has a 4-line display and is a 
nice calculator as well.  The TI-83 ($100) or 
the TI-84 ($120) are the high school 
standards and a good investment for the years 
to come.  

 
Notes 
 


